
'Washington, Oct, 10— President Kennedy shotfed at 
his press conference yesterday that he thinks it is wholly 
unjustified Jo criticize the way his Central Intelligence 
Agency team is operating in messed-up South Viet Nam. 

It's it darn (rood team, the President aaid, in effect. It follown 
established in the front office and has a moat reliable nian- 
' lfr . cr in •*»hn McCone, the CIA director. If there is any backbiting 
K'utig or, with the U.S. military 
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iplonmtic team* in the Sai 
r*>r, league, jt is among the lower 
echelons that failed to get the 
policy signals from those calling 
the plays. 

This is all a little like what 
Ralph Hook, manager of the Mew 
\oih Yankees, had to say nfter 
iil.s team lost the World Series in 
f'ou- straight. The lingo is nut the 
same, hut each expressed the 
same imperishable thought. 

Sr vs llouk: "1 don’t think that 
there is anything to be ashamed 
ol. m spite of some of the things 
I have heard, and the things I 
know we’re gonna hear.” 

(Credit llouk quotes to 
Pick Young- of The News in 
bis Y'oung Ideas column, Oct. 

7.1 

Says Kennedy: "While the CIA 
i -’ay have made mistakes, as we 
all do on different occasions — and 
it h;u; many successes which lusty 
go unheralded — it is unfair to- 
charge them as they have been 
charged. I think they have done 
a good job ” 

(Credit JFK at his news conference.) 

As iiouk and Kennedy appear to react about the same way 
, to the noise in the bleachers, they ought to get together and ccni- 
: pare notes. They both have the same kind of innate loyalty to 
whatever team is under their command and consider any four 
cracks a personal affront. ' 

Their two clubs are playing in different and distant leagues, 
but their problems are about the same. Both teams outwardly have 
( looked sour in the last big series. Bad fan reaction was almost 
i inevitable because of the size of the money bags held by the front 
; offices, llouk should have been able to field the perfect baseball 
' Y!' 1 ^ ^or the very good reason he could outbid all others for talent* 

■ tinuila: ly, Kennedy’s CIA, with $700 millions to spend each year, 
was counted on to have the best players in the Spy game that a 
, capitalistic society could produce. 

7ha Lineups Failed to Deliver 

j So why shouhln t there be yelps because two teams, one in the 
.Saigon league', the other in the American, failed to deliver 100 Vi, 

| with .ineups only big money can buy? 

I iiu ".k "'Y* Kennedy are clearly a little sensitive on thio score, 

: -Yut apologetic exactly, but they have gone out of their way to enow 
; they are proud of their boys, even if, as the President says, they 

rt " iir now and then, as who doesn’t? 

. manager, however, has been a little more philosophy 
,i ““ t toam than Kennedy is about his spy team. .A*^ 


John McCone 
The team it aiwayt right 


llouk has said: “Somebody has gotta lose; somebody has got to win.” 

Kennedy only allows that after "looking through the record! 
over the last nine months," he became convinced that the CIA fear.)! 
was playing the best it could and definitely obeying the signals t rails J 
mitted from the bench— the National Security Council. 

It is good to find this sort of spirit among higshot team execu- 
tives. Especially as both Houk and Kennedy in public statements 
stand behind any player singled out for Bronx cheers from the 
stands. 

Wo* 0 Ball Lost in the Viet Nam Sun? 

For those who get a little offhase in a crucial series, each bns 
provided that same generous understanding. Joe Pcpitone lost that 
ball against the white shirts in the Los Angeles stand, and with it 
the Yankees lost the World Series, But Houk was e-qual to the 
occasion. 

“You couldn’t fault a player for it," said Houk. 

_ The captain of JFK’s CIA team in Viet Nam. John Hammond 
Richardson. had trouble with his perspective in the Fnigon series 
especially after new U. S. Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge took 
charge of all key plays. 

, Kennedy is not, if he can help it, going to have Richardson 
cnnrged with an error— at least oil the official ecoreborrd. On the 
contrary, team captain Richardson, in the President’s opinion, has 
f itly been following instructions to the letter. Moreover, “ho is a 
very dedicated public servant/’ 

i To Manager Honk's credit, however, he was honest enough to 
‘ Arlniit candidly that Pcpitone bad to be eharcod with an error €vrn 
! if the young first baseman couldn't see the hall. But in polities at 
the White House level, it is axiomatic that you never admit an etTor 
by anyone on your team. The proper method is to praine him, then 

tiff* nr irunvfor him, 

T fee Yankee Fellow Had Better Lack 

Pcpitone, of course, will remain with the Y’ankees, but Richard- 
son already had been thumbed off the CIA team in Saigon when the 
President praised him. He was ordered home “for consultation” last 
.Friday hi cause he had “lost his cover.” This is different from losing 
a boll. It is spy agency lingo which means that when a CIA agent's 
j name ami street address become known, his effectiveness in the aiea 
is considered lost. i 

Richardson’s cover was the American Emhnssy in Saigon, where 
ostensibly he had the job of first secretary and was therefore a State 
Department Official. Actually, be was the CIA chief and on the' 
spy agency’s payroll. 

Richardson, unlike Pepitone, cannot give out to the public with' 
art explanation as to why he ran intelligence ..pciations the way he 
i did. Everything in the spy agency i 1- fo h'l'h-httsh that he cannot 
'■peak up like a normal American citizen ciitir ized. Net even 

No eay, a* IVpittini' did, that '“'All I tr s> e was' epots.” 1 • * 
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